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mentally into the atmosphere of the time, and carefully guard
against judging such characters by the standards of our owi>
age (in which persons live and act under totally different con-
ditions), instead of in relation to the opinions and conditions
of their day. Looked at in the latter way, those who were in
advance of the moral standard of their time, and those who
were behind it, will both be correctly judged; but neither of
them will be so if the standard employed is that of our own age.

The foregoing considerations are more important in the case
of Catherine de? Medici than perhaps of any other figure in
history. For we have in her case an exceptional combination
of incentives to the production of a fictitious character. In the
first place, the marriage arranged for her by Clement VII in
his scheme for outwitting Charles V produced a rooted preju-
dice against her from the very first in the minds of the French,
who felt that in her person the honour of the nation had
received a grievous insult, it being a galling wound to French
amour propre that the son of their king should marry one of
bourgeois extraction. This feeling steadily increased among
the French people (whose favourite name for her was "the
Italian woman7'), growing from prejudice into hatred, and
causing the contemporary French writers to credit her with
numberless crimes; "so that, in fact," says a modern French
writer, "it would seem from them that scarcely any crime
could be committed in any part of France without its being
attributed in some way to Catherine de' Medici." The result
has been to make any reliable account of her actions prac-
tically unobtainable from them.

But this is not all. The intense prejudice caused by this
wound to national pride would alone have sufficed to furnish
us with a record from the contemporary French writers cal-
culated to produce a very false picture of the person concerned.
But to this were subsequently added two other influences
tending in the same direction: viz., the effects of a bitter re-
ligious conflict, calling forth animosities which knew no